
PORTFOLIO
GUIDE
Of all the materials required to assemble an application packet for 
the graduate programs at IIT College of Architecture, the portfolio is 
probably the most challenging. Unquestionably, the portfolio carries 
out-sized importance in the evaluation process and is a significant 
aspect in the review process. The College does not have specific 
requirements for the material presented but this guide offers a few 
suggestions to assist with the creation of your portfolio and format.

GENERAL SUGGESTIONS
Portfolios should demonstrate your skills in design and problem solving. Include at 
least 3 projects and the number of pages should be limited to15. All portfolios must 
be in PDF format and should not exceed 10 MB. Labels and captions should be clear 
and legible for each project; be sure to indicate if the project is academic, professional 
or personal. If team projects are included, your individual contribution must be clear-
ly identified. We encourage you to design your portfolio for digital review instead of 
submitting an electronic version of your printed portfolio. The most successful portfo-
lios are clear, concise, carefully organized, and graphically compelling. Designing the 
portfolio demonstrates critical working skills and we will consider the portfolio as an 
object as well as a showcase for your interests and abilities.

Text should be held to a minimum. Please be sure to proofread whatever text is includ-
ed. Careless text editing has a negative impact during the committee’s reviews.
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Portfolios should demonstrate your skills in design and problem solving. Include at 
least three projects (6-8 are common). For applicants to the advance standing program, 
the portfolio is a very important part of the application packet and should offer the 
admission committee a view of your aptitude and prior accomplishments in design. For 
those applicants coming from allied fields, the challenge will be to demonstrate that 
your design ability and communication skills are adequate to advanced architectural 
studies. For those students coming from fields that are not architecture or design relat-
ed the work shown should demonstrate an aptitude for the unique way of engaging in 
design.

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ARCHITECTURE & PHD IN ARCHITECTURE
Portfolios should focus on your skills in leading innovative projects and conducting re-
search. Work should strive to demonstrate critical thinking, problem framing, and commu-
nication skills. Mastery of structural design, familiarity with advanced building technolo-
gies, thorough knowledge of building practices, urban planning, architectural history and 
readiness to conduct research should be clearly communicated. The graphic qualities of 
the portfolio are especially critical. 

The PhD Program requires prospective students to submit a portfolio with 3 samples of 
written work including graduate school essays and/or publications, and (if applicable) 3 
samples of research-based design.
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REVIEW PROCESS
It is important to understand the review pro-
cess. Once all the application materials have 
been received by the College, the entire file is 
sent to the graduate admissions committee. 
Committee members are all senior faculty,
and are directly involved in teaching graduate 
students. Each file is reviewed by several mem-
bers of the committee before the admissions 
decision is made. The aim of the admission 
committee is to 1) determine whether the 
candidate is capable of advanced academic 
work, 2) determine whether the candidate 
would make for a good fit with our program’s 
strengths, 3) assemble a strong class from the 
applicant pool and 4) determine candidacy for 
first-year scholarships.
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